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This is a summary of school board
business from the January 9, 2006 Puyallup
School Board meeting. Items summarized
below include action taken and district
reports and presentations.

Directors hear report on
enrollment trends and projections

Les Kendrick

Board Highlights is published by the Puyallup
School District after each regular school board
meeting as part of a communications link
between the school district and its staff and
community.  Please direct questions or
comments to Karen Hansen, director of
communications and executive services, 302
Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372; (253)
841-8703; or e-mail
khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, and fitness (center) joins five
Puyallup School District athletic coaches named this year as coaches of
the year. From left: Rogers High soccer coach Moe Orcutt; Puyallup High
assistant football coach Kevin Thomas; Puyallup High football coach Tom
Ingles; Rick Wells; Puyallup High volleyball coach Tony Batinovich; and
Puyallup High cross country coach Michelle Mathay.

Judy Jackson (left) with Susan
Smith Leland.

Board approves Dick Graham
Memorial Scholarship

During superintendent recognitions, Tony
Apostle and the board recognized the
following:

Superintendent Recognitions

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health,
and fitness, who presented highlights from
the fall sports season and introduced the
following five district athletic coaches who
received area recognition this year as
coaches of the year: (Puyallup High) Tony
Batinovich, South Puget Sound League
(SPSL) South Division volleyball coach of

See back page for photos of presentations
made Monday night in honor of School
Board Recognition Month.

The board unanimously agreed to estab-
lish the Dick Graham Memorial Scholar-
ship. School board approval is required to
establish district scholarships awarded to
students.

Graham spent the last 22 years of his
teaching career at Puyallup High School.
His field of choice was instrumental music,
and for 30 years he taught high school
band.

The purpose of the scholarship named in
honor of Graham is to encourage a
Puyallup High graduate to continue his or
her education and major in music. Each
year, one $500 scholarship will be given to
a student at the high school awards
assembly. Selection of the recipient will be
done by the school�s music department.

Judy Jackson, administrator of Food and
Nutrition Services, has been named a
Certified School Business Official by the
Washington Association of School
Business Officials (WASBO). Susan Smith
Leland, chairperson of WASBO�s certifica-
tion governance board, presented Jackson
with a professional certificate in recogni-
tion of  her �competence, dedication, and
professional growth.�

the year; Tom Ingles, SPSL South Division
football coach of the year; Michelle
Mathay, SPSL South Division cross
country coach of the year; and Kevin
Thomas, West Central District III assistant
football coach of the year; and (Rogers
High) Moe Orcutt, SPSL South Division
soccer coach of the year. In addition to
having five coaches receive honors this
fall, Wells noted that the school district
had four division championships, two
league sportsmanship awards, and an
academic state championship title. For a
complete wrap-up of fall sports, view the
January issue of Connections scheduled
to be published later this month.

W. Les Kendrick, a consultant hired by the
district the past four school years to
prepare enrollment projections, presented

a report forecasting
enrollment trends and
projections for the
2006-07 school year
and beyond. His
presentation included
a discussion of
regional trends and
overall growth.

�In the past 15 years, �you�ve basically
been on an upward growth trend,� said
Kendrick. He predicts the district will
continue to grow in enrollment through
2020 and perhaps as far as 2025, especially
in the South Hill area and some pockets of
developable land in the Puyallup Valley
and surrounding area.

In the 2006-07 school year, Kendrick
predicts the district�s enrollment will grow
by 339 students � from 20,486 in October
2005 to 20,825 by October 2006. If housing
sales or the number of students forecast to
move into those new and existing homes
exceeds expectations, enrollment could
climb as high as 20,953. The biggest factor
driving continued enrollment increases in
the district is new housing. Housing sales
data indicates the district has averaged
about 500 new home sales per school year
over the past five years.



Thank you Puyallup School Board

Human Resources Department Activity
Certificated Staff Recommendation

Certificated Staff Resignation

Katie Jenkins, Teacher, Maplewood

Kelli Grobler, Teacher, LOA Classified Staff Resignations

Classified Staff Recommendations

Certificated Staff Retirement
Diana Baldwin, Special Education
Teacher, Waller Road

Tyanne Betz, Overload Paraeducator,
Hilltop

Maria Bleu, Health Room Assistant, PSS
Mary Brownfield, Interim School Assis-
tant, Pope Campus at Emerald Ridge HS
Kathryn Goncer, Attendance Secretary-
Bookkeeper, Aylen JH
Hayley Grieco, Paraeducator, Mt. View
Penelope Hix, Paraeducator, Shaw Road
Jennifer Johnson, Paraeducator, Sunrise
Michelle Miller, Paraeducator, Hunt
Oralia Miller, English Language Learner
Assistant, PSS
D�Alene Simmons, Assistant Server,
Meeker
David Steger, Bus Mechanic,
Transportation

Noelle Uro, Special Education Assistant,
Rogers HS
Janice Watson, Overload Paraeducator,
Hilltop

Deborah Cooper-Smith, Capital Projects-
Accounting, Facilities
Vernice Phipps, Bus Driver, LOA
Charlene Pierce, Bus Driver,
Transportation
Heather Tucker, Bus Driver,
Transportation

Second and third graders from Hunt Elementary read some of their favorite books to the school board in honor
of School Board Recognition Month. Clockwise from top left: Rachel Blasko reads to Director Greg Heath;
Christopher Micheles reads to Vice President Lloyd Freudenstein; Sierra Joy reads to Director Bruce
Dammeier; all of the student readers, joined by Hunt Principal Vince Pecchia, display the books shared with the
board; Ashley Molina reads to President Diana Seeley; and Hope Jones reads to Director Kathy Afflerbaugh. In
addition to the student readers, Puyallup Education Association President Margaret Langston sent a letter of
thanks that was read by Karen Hansen, director of  communications and executive services. Puyallup PTA
Council members Lana Kay, Patricia Donovan, and Carre Avary also recognized the board for their commitment
to students, and the audience shared in a cake reception. The annual state recognition coincides with a
nationwide effort to honor and underscore the role of school board members in public education and student
achievement.


